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Inside this issue: 

Columb Barracks Museum Opens  
 
The official opening of the new military museum at Columb Barracks, Mullingar took place 
on Sunday 27th September. This event coincided with the ‘Discover Mullingar’ programme 
of events that took place around the town. The new museum is located in the old guard 
room adjacent to the main gate. It is a most suitable location, as thousands of soldiers of 
differing race, creeds, uniforms and corps, have toiled in its hall and cells since it was built in 
1815. 

This is also the very building in which the legendary Gen Sean McEoin, ‘the blacksmith of 
Ballinalee’ was incarcerated in March 1921. This followed his arrest at Mullingar train station 
by British forces. As he was being escorted to the barracks he tried to escape but was shot 
and wounded before being locked up in the main cell of the guard room. He remained incar-

cerated here for a number of days under the 
care of a Dr Karney, before being transferred 
to Dublin for trial. It’s not difficult to imagine 
the many less celebrated poor souls that have 
also been incarcerated in the same cells over 
the years. The purpose in creating this museum 
is to honour the great tradition of soldiering 
that has always existed here in the garrison 
town of Mullingar. Not only since the occupa-
tion of the post by Irish forces in 1922, but we 

also acknowledge the service of the preceding British soldiers, who garrisoned this barracks 
since 1815, many of them Irish and indeed many natives the town. Many of whom were to 
lose their lives on far away battlefields. This focus of this museum is distinctly local, celebrat-
ing the many soldiers of Co Westmeath. In particular it recognises the long standing and 
unique integration of the military into everyday life in Mullingar. In addition to a fine display 
of weapons and swords, the museum also has a rare officers dress uniform and cape, dating 
back to 1930, which belonged to Col Joseph Dunne, who had been a member of the military 
mission to the United States in 1926. A British army officer uniform from circa 1920 is 
thought to have belonged to Lt Col J.O.E. Vandeleur, who was later played by Michael Caine 
in the film ‘A Bridge too Far’, is also on display. 

A Brant 120mm Heavy Mortar which saw active service in the Congo supporting operations 
in Katanga in late 1962 and early 1963, takes pride of place on display. Many historic photo-
graphs, some dating back to the 1870s, adorn the walls of the museum. The old guard room 
has been restored in a sympathetic manner. 

Sgt Eric Craig is the museum curator, for security and other reasons viewing is restricted to 
by appointment only basis. 

Sgt Craig can be contacted 086-8409400 he will make every effort to facilitate all requests. 

Our image shows the opening 
day address that was given by 
Cllr. Ruth Illingworth,  
Chairperson of Mullingar Town 
Council when she opened the 
Museum.  
 
Lt. Col. Armstrong,  
O.C. 4th F.A.R., and  
Sgt. Craig, Curator, in back-
ground. 



FORTHCOMNG EVENTS AT  
THE SOLDIERS & CHIEFS EXHIBITION 
 
IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND 

Saturday 7th November 2009 
 

All Day 
 

Family Day 
Ireland and the end  

of  
World War One 

 
A day of talks and events to mark Ireland’s involve-

ment in World War One 
 

All are welcome  

 

 

 

Saturday 5th December 2009 
 

At 12 noon 
 

An Adult Gallery Talk with Lar Joye 

In the Soldiers & Chiefs Galleries 

The Irish War of Independence: 

The 90th Anniversary of the Ashtown Ambush 
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The Military  History Society of  Ireland 
Lecture Programme, Winter 2009—10 
 
IN GRIFFITH COLLEGE, SOUTH CIRCULAR ROAD, DUBLIN 

Friday 4th December 2009 
 

"Take prompt and vigorous action” 
 

the Chief of Staff's reports on the development 
of the Defence Forces during the Emergency 

 
by  

Dr Michael Kennedy  

Friday 8th January 2010 

 
'Two bald men fighting over a comb' 

 
The Falklands conflict 1982 

 
by  

Dr Ian Speller  
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Friday 19th March 2010  

 
'Oliver Nugent, the Irish gentry and the British army, 

1850-1950'  
 

by  
Nicholas Perry  

Friday 9th April 2009 

 
'The warfare of Napoleon'  

 
by 

 Colonel Donal O'Carroll 

Lectures will be given  
at 8.00 p.m.  

in  
 

Griffith College,  
South Circular Road,  

Dublin 8. 

Non-members are welcome to all lectures 



Military Heritage of  Ireland Trust Ltd. 
C/O Department of  Defence 
Parkgate St. 
Dublin 7.  

We’re on the Web! 

www.irishsoldiers.com 

By Email: 
 
info@irishsoldiers.com  

Military Heritage Trust of Ireland Limited 
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